Welcome to St Thomas’ Church

Ladybird Trail

We hope that you enjoy looking around our lovely church, finding our friendly ladybirds
and learning about how this building is used for worship.

We suggest that you follow this route around the church, but feel free to wander about as
much as you like:
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1. Stand by the doors, as if you have just entered the
church and look to the left. The large stone object is
called the FONT. Underneath the heavy wooden coveris =
a shallow bowl. This is filled with special holy water for
the service of BAPTISM for people joining the church.
This ceremony, sometimes called Christening, is usually
carried out when the person is a baby. During the
service, the priest pours some of the holy water onto the
baby’s head and the parents and Godparents make a
promise to bring the child up as a Christian. The service
is also seen as a sort of ‘official’ naming ceremony by
some people.

Can you see the date when the font was made?

How many spots are on the ladybird?

2. Make your way into the middle of the church. Have you noticed the rows of wooden
benches? These are called PEWS and are the traditional seats in a church (although lots of
churches have replaced them with more comfortable padded chairs!). Can you find the
one pew which has a long stick (called a STAFF) at each end? This is the
CHURCHWARDENS’ PEW, the only one reserved, for these church officers to sit in.

The CONGREGATION (the people who come to church services) can sit anywhere in the
other pews.

How many pews are
there in the church?

The ladybird is hiding
on a shelf.
What else is kept here?




3. This middle part of the church is called the NAVE. If you look upwards to the ceiling, you
will see that the wooden beams look like the inside of an upside-down boat. Do you
remember the story of Noah and the Ark? The Christian church is like a huge family all
sailing along together — and, like the Ark, there is room for everyone!

One brave ladybird has flown all the way up to the
beams. Can you spot her?

Make a list of all the things in the church that are
made of wood.

4. Carry on along the pathway (called the AISLE)
between the pews. When you reach the steps, look
to the left and you will see the round, stone PULPIT,
which has steps leading up to it. This is where the

vicar can stand to talk to the congregation. It is high
up so that everyone can see the vicar — but the vicar can see everyone too! When the
church was built in 1868, children were expected to sit quietly and not fidget or be
naughty during the services; and they knew the vicar could see them.

During the services, the speakers explain what the Bible is about in simple language so that
people can learn about how to be a good Christian.



The ladybird has found a good place to
listen carefully to the vicar!

Next to the pulpit you can see lots of
names carved into a wooden screen.
Do you know why these names are
here?

5. Next, go up the wide steps into the CHANCEL and stand between the pews which are
facing towards you. These are the CHOIR STALLS, where the choir sit during the services.
A little further on you will come to the SANCTUARY, the most special and holy part of the
church. The large table is called the ALTAR. This reminds us of the last meal that Jesus
took with his disciples — the Last Supper. This is where the bread and wine are prepared
for Holy Communion during some of the services held in the church. This is a very special
moment. The congregation share the bread and wine to remember when Jesus died on
the cross so that our sins could be forgiven.




Because it is so special, this part of the church is
beautifully decorated with precious stone,
patterned tiles and pictures, including a huge
shiny picture of Saint Thomas. Can you see what
he is holding?

The ladybird has settled on one of the large
wooden chairs near to the altar. Who do you
think sits here?

6. Above the altar is a large, colourful STAINED GLASS WINDOW. In the past, lots of
people could not read or write, so stained glass windows were made to remind them
about the stories from the Bible that they had heard. This one tells the story of Holy Week
and Easter. Can you spot Jesus praying in the garden, Jesus being arrested and put on the
cross and Jesus rising again on Easter Day? There are lots of other stained glass windows
in the church that tell different Bible stories.

When you get home, why not try to design your
own stained glass window? Maybe you could
include a Bible story like Noah and the Ark?




7. Behind the choir stalls is a very big musical instrument called an ORGAN. This is like a
big complicated sort of piano that you play with your hands and feet at the same time!
There are lots of pipes on the walls all around it and big bellows make a lot of wind that
goes through the pipes to make different notes.

Our organ was built in 1880, so is
over 140 years old — and we still use it
every week when we sing hymns and

J”““ Hmnml

songs to praise God.

The ladybird is taking a risk here — she
might get blown away in the wind!

8. Come back down the steps and turn left. You cannot miss the large eagle looking down
at you as you walk in front of the pews! This is the LECTERN, which is actually a very big
book stand for the church Bible. Someone reads a passage from the Bible in all our
services.

Having a lectern in the church with a large Bible dates back to
the reign of Henry the Eighth, when he made a law that an
English language Bible should be placed in every church.
Before that, the Bible was written in Latin and most people
could not understand it, so they had to rely on the priests to
tell them what the Bible said. We are lucky in this country to
have lots of Bibles to read. In many countries it is an illegal
book and you can get into trouble if you own one.

It is very common for church lecterns to be shaped as an
eagle, like ours is. Eagles fly long distances and Christians
believe the word of God in the Bible can reach every part of
the Earth.

Perhaps the ladybird is trying to hitch a lift!
What name would you give our Eagle?



9. Continue past the wooden screen and enter the small LADY CHAPEL on the left. This is
a sort of little church with its own altar and seats. It is named after Mary, the mother of
Jesus. After the Second World War, it was known as the Memorial Chapel to remember all
the people of Stockton Heath who had lost their lives in that war. Can you see the flags
propped up in the chapel? If you look closely at the wooden screen you will see many

different emblems carved there.
The ladybird is resting underneath another window.

How many ladies can you see in this window? What are they carrying?

10. Leave the Lady Chapel. The area right outside it is called the QUIET AREA.

Find the large stand with the little candles on it. Some people like to light a candle to look
at while they pray and imagine their prayers going up to God in heaven. Prayer is talking
to God and telling him about how we are feeling. Sometimes we pray to say thank you, or
to ask God to help us feel better about things that make us sad or scared.

We can pray to God wherever we are; we do not have to be in church. But sometimes it is
nice to sit somewhere quiet and peaceful like this area. In the Bible, flames are often a
symbol of God’s presence. But remember that flames can burn and you should not touch

the candles without an adult present.

Sit down here for a minute if you like and think about the things that make you feel happy.

You can say a little prayer if you want to.

There is a Bible here too. The ladybird may be nearby.



11. Return to the main door along the south aisle. If you look ahead you will see the
kitchen. Above the kitchen is the church TOWER. In our tower are ten big BELLS that make
a very loud noise when they are ringing! They are used to call people to worship and to

remind everyone that the church is here in the
middle of the village.

The entrance to the tower is outside the church,
because it was added to the building ten years after
the church itself was built. There is a long spiral }
staircase going up to three rooms: the bells are at

the very top, the church clock is in the middle room,
and the room where the bellringers stand is below
that. Long ropes hang down from the bells right #
through the middle room to the one underneath!

When you leave the church, see if you can find the door
to the tower.

You will have to believe us when we say that hundreds of
real live ladybirds make their home in the tower for their
winter sleep. They don’t seem to mind the noise of the
bells at all!

We have to keep the tower door locked for safety, but
why not find out about our next open day and come up
to have a look?

We hope that you have enjoyed your journey around the church and will come back soon.

We are grateful for the support of the Department for Digital,
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oftery fund Sgﬁ’ﬁaﬁf"(}i?tﬁg grant during the COVID 19 pandemic which helped with the
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funding of our Children's Ladybird Trail.



