St. Thomas’ & St. Mary Magdalene’s — 7 December 2025 — Advent 2 — Toy Sunday (Books)

8.00am Holy Communion at St. Thomas'
9.30am Family Communion at St. Mary Magdalene’s with Prayer Ministry
10.45am Come to the Table All Age Communion at St. Thomas’ (there will be no Church Hall based activity)
3.00pm Golborne Brass Band Concert at St. Thomas’
6.00pm Evening Prayer at St. Mary Magdalene’s

Dear Friends,

The Prophets in the Bible stretching back to Elijah in the Old Testament and throughout the history of Israel to John the
Baptist in the New, all had one thing in common : they listened to God and spoke His Word to their generations
whatever the cost. This usually got them into trouble — remember Ahab and Jezebel whom Elijah criticised — they tried
their utmost to kill him. John the Baptist wasn’t very popular either — he condemned Herod’s marriage to his brother’s
wife and was beheaded for it —and in today’s passage he describes the Pharisees and Sadducees as a “brood of vipers.”

Now | don’t know about you but | don’t like being unpopular, however when Jesus calls us to be His disciples we know
we will be out of sync with the world’s values. Whether it’s our Eco group’s injunction NOT to buy anything in the Black
Friday sales, not taking the Lord’s name in vain, when all around us use “Jesus” as a swear word, or giving sacrificially in
a world where selfish gain seems to be a way of life; following Jesus is never easy.

“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will he find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving
others with God’s own love and concern.” (Mother Teresa)

Yours as always, Michael.

Advent : Come Lord Jesus!

Attend the Advent Services “The Nativity” on Wednesday evenings 7.00-8.00pm at St. Mary Magdalene’s
Take and fill up a Children’s Society “Candle” — bring filled box to the Christingle Services on Christmas Eve.
Start buying items for Christmas Food Bags and Christmas Cheer Bags.

Buy a children’s book for our Toy Service.

Read & Pray Christine’s Advent Reflections
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Prayer Focus : Let us:-

e Quieten our lives and let Jesus in.

e Listen to scripture and let the Word of God be written on our hearts.

e Hear the cry of those suffering wars in Syria, Afghanistan, Lebanon, Congo, Sudan, Ukraine, Palestine.

e Respond to the needs of others, especially books for Toy Sunday, the Christmas Bags for schools, cheer bags for the
vulnerable and Christian Aid Charity Gifts.

e Empathise and pray for healing for those who are hurting, especially:- Alan, lan, Richard, Margaret, Felicia, Sylvia,
Kathleen, Lawrence, Monica, Heather, Jenny, Ollie, Kirsty, Joan, Kara, Ivy, Sharon, Sue, Zara & Hazel.

e Offer hospitality to those who need a home, especially refugees and migrants.

e Remember in love those who have died recently, especially Maurice Monks, Wendy Prahmes, Jill Heaven and those with
anniversaries.

This week:

Mon-Fri 9.15am — Morning Prayer on Zoom

Monday 1-2.30pm - Praise & Play at St. Thomas’
Tuesday 3.30pm - Hangout Hub at St. Mary Magdalene’s

Wednesday 9-11am - Little Sunbeams Toddler Group at St. Mary Magdalene’s
Wednesday 7.00pm — Advent Service at St. Mary Magdalene’s

Thursday 10.00am — Holy Communion at St. Thomas’

Saturday 8.15am — Breakfast with the Bible at St. Mary Magdalene’s
Saturday 11.00am — Men’s Group social at the London Café for brunch
Saturday 6.30pm — Christmas Family Extravaganza

Next Sunday — 14 December — Advent 3

8.00am Holy Communion at St. Thomas'
9.30am Family Communion at St. Mary Magdalene’s
10.45am FAMILY NATIVITY at St. Thomas’ (there will be no Church Hall based activity)
4.00pm Encounter Christmas at St. Mary Magdalene’s
6.00pm Evening Prayer at St. Mary Magdalene’s

Parish 100 Club - Please sign up for 2026 — see blue application forms in Churches.

Parish Men’s Group — 2026 programme now available — see flyers in Churches — social this Sat, 11am at London Café.




CHRISTMAS SERVICES AND EVENTS

Thurs,18" Dec 10am Holy Communion & Bring and Share Brunch with “Little Angels” singing at St. Thomas’
Fri, 19" Dec 12 noon Village Carol Service at St. Thomas

2pm St. Thomas’ School Christmas Service at St. Thomas’
Sat, 20" Dec  10am Parish 100 Club Coffee Morning & Prize Draw at St. Mary Magdalene’s

Sun, 21* Dec  Advent 4

8.00am Holy Communion at St. Thomas’
9.30am Family Communion at St. Mary Magdalene’s

10.45am Parish Communion at St. Thomas’ with Bible Explorers in Church Hall
6.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols at St. Thomas’

Mon, 22" Dec  5pm — Carols - Celebrate Christmas Round the Tree in Victoria Square
Tues, 23" Dec 10am — Christingle making at St. Thomas’ — help needed

Weds, 24" Dec - Christmas Eve

3.00pm Crib and Christingle at St. Thomas'
4.30pm Crib and Christinge at St. Mary Magdalene’s
4.30pm Crib and Christingle at St. Thomas'
11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion at St. Thomas'
Thurs, 25" Dec — Christmas Day
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Thomas'
9.30am Family Communion at St. Mary Magdalene’s (bring a present to open)
10.45am Family Communion at St. Thomas’ (bring a present to open)

No Evening Prayer
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++» Christmas Bags of Food
We will be collaborating with local schools again to provide bags of food for families, packing the bags on Tues,
16/12 & delivering Weds, 17/12. If you would like to provide a full bag for a family, please sign the lists available in
church & take a ‘content guide’ leaflet. You can also support this project by donating items listed on the ‘individual
items guide’ leaflet, by helping to bag pack or deliver or by a monetary contribution. Thank you.

++ Charity Gifts — Christian Aid -- As in previous years we will be offering you the opportunity to send Christmas
greetings to everyone in both our Churches & instead of spending money on Christmas cards & postage, to make a
donation to Christian Aid’s Charity Gifts scheme. Last year we raised £584. £10 buys 2 chickens, £60 Emergency
essentials including clean water & £130 Medical Care in a crisis, £25 sends a child to school. Place your donation in
the box in church, sign the gift aid form if you are able, & submit yr Christmas greeting which we’ll display in church.

«» Christmas Family Extravaganza — Saturday, 13 December, 6.30pm at St. Thomas’
A Christmas cracker of an hour with carol singing, poems, jokes and audience participation, all topped off with tasty
sweet treats.

«» Encounter Christmas - Sunday, 14 December, 3-5pm at St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
An afternoon filled with the awe and wonder of the Christmas story. From story-telling, to craft-making, fun games
to lantern creating.

++ Children’s Society “Candles” — please return to Christingle Services.

St. Thomas’ School Application Forms
Please hand them to Vicar Michael or Revd Ruth or put in the “Attendance Box” by 17" January.

Eco Church 'Going for Gold'

We are now accepting empty tablet/blister packs for recycling - please use the grey bin by the font. If you have a spare
hour it is well worth watching the David Attenborough documentary on Climate Change. It is sobering but hopeful & the
last 10 minutes details what we can do as individuals https://tinyurl.com/3rhmbc9ze

Take part in the Big Plastic Count Mar 26, use the link to subscribe https://thebigplasticcount.com/

Dates for diary: . Weds 25 Feb, Weds 4, 11, 18 & 25 March -we will be running a Carbon Literacy Course for Christians
on these evenings. The sessions offer the chance to consider how & why as Christians we should tackle climate change.
During the Course you will create two actions you can take beyond the Course which will reduce the carbon emissions
created by our congregation. Please speak to Sheila or contact the office if you would like more details.

Advance Notice - Sat, 26" September 2026 - Eco Fair in the church hall - save the date!

CONTACTS:

Website www.stthomas-stocktonheath.org.uk Parish Office phone 214709

Parish Facebook https://www.facebook.com/stthomasandmarymagdalenes

Parish Instagram https://www.instagram.com/stthomas_ _stmarymagdalene

Church channel on YouTube www.youtube.com/channel/UCpsYBGYSbFuulUITYYxICQw

Emails office@stthomas-stocktonheath.org.uk st-warden@outlook.com smm-warden@outlook.com



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F3rhmbc9ze&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7cd0113469144079b95808de3028e511%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639001149378012693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wKJ%2BUsTdOojoqEqahP0aunX%2BVsvYTxamgGNDDAa3aDc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthebigplasticcount.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7cd0113469144079b95808de3028e511%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639001149378030014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ST47IWcPzdBo%2Fqpj6xz9CzReV0EF3HXj8AhbOXG7qFA%3D&reserved=0
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